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CHAPTER 1

THE SKY

Our story begins in the sky, with a bright sun and puffy clouds and a large
flock of geese. After spending the cold months at their southern wintering
grounds, the geese were migrating back to their northern home. They flew
in a perfect V formation, and leading the way was a graceful young goose.
The leader kept his eyes forward, constantly searching for bad weather or
airships, but the sky was clear of any trouble.

Towns and roads and meadows and rivers passed beneath the geese as
they flew. Far ahead, where the land met the sky, the dark blue line of the
ocean gradually came into view. The ocean grew closer and closer, and then
the flock was soaring above a sandy beach and out over the water.
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