






Also	by	Colleen	McCullough

Morgan’s	Run
Roden	Cutler,	V.C.	(biography)

The	Song	of	Troy
Caesar:	Let	the	Dice	Fly

Caesar’s	Women
Fortune’s	Favorites
The	Grass	Crown

The	First	Man	in	Rome
The	Ladies	of	Missalonghi

A	Creed	for	the	Third	Millennium
An	Indecent	Obsession

The	Thorn	Birds
Tim



SIMON	&	SCHUSTER
Rockefeller	Center

1230	Avenue	of	the	Americas
New	York,	NY	10020

This	book	is	a	work	of	fiction.	Names,	characters,	places,	and	incidents	either	are	products	of	the
author’s	imagination	or	are	used	fictitiously.	Any	resemblance	to	actual	events	or	locales	or	persons,

living	or	dead,	is	entirely	coincidental.

Copyright	©	2002	by	Colleen	McCullough
All	rights	reserved,

including	the	right	of	reproduction
in	whole	or	in	part	in	any	form.

SIMON	&	SCHUSTER	and	colophon	are	registered	trademarks	of	Simon	&	Schuster,	Inc.

Library	of	Congress	Cataloging-in-Publication	Data
McCullough,	Colleen,	date.

The	October	horse	:	a	novel	about	Caesar	and	Cleopatra	/	Colleen	McCullough.
p.	cm.

1.	Caesar,	Julius—Fiction.	2.	Cleopatra,	Queen	of	Egypt,	d.	30	B.C.—Fiction.	3.	Rome—History—
Republic,	265–30	B.C.—Fiction.	4.	Egypt—History—332–30	B.C.—Fiction.	5.	Heads	of	state—

Fiction.	6.	Generals—Fiction.	7.	Queens—Fiction.
I.	Title.

PR9619.3.M32	O28	2002
823’.914—dc21

2002032753
ISBN-13:	978-0-7432-1469-8
ISBN-10:	0-7432-1469-2

Visit	us	on	the	World	Wide	Web:
http://www.SimonSays.com

http://www.SimonSays.com


For	Ambassador	Edward	J.	Perkins
Wm.	J.	Crowe	Chair	Professor	of	Political	Science
the	University	of	Oklahoma
for	dedication	to	duty	and	all	the	unsung	services
with	love	and	admiration



THE
OCTOBER
HORSE



The	Ides	of	October	marked	the	end	of	the	campaigning	season,	and	on
that	day	a	race	was	held	on	the	grassy	sward	of	the	Campus	Martius,	just
outside	the	Servian	Walls	of	Republican	Rome.

The	year’s	best	war	horses	were	harnessed	in	pairs	to	chariots	and	driven
at	breakneck	pace;	the	right-hand	one	of	the	winning	pair	became	the	October
Horse,	and	was	ritually	killed	with	a	spear	by	the	flamen	Martialis,	the	special
priest	of	Mars,	who	was	god	of	war.	Then	the	October	Horse’s	head	and
genitalia	were	amputated.	The	genitals	were	rushed	to	bleed	on	the	sacred
hearth	in	the	Regia,	Rome’s	oldest	temple,	after	which	they	were	given	to	the
Vestal	Virgins	to	burn	to	ashes	in	the	sacred	flame	of	Vesta;	later	these	ashes
were	mixed	into	cakes	offered	on	the	anniversary	of	the	founding	of	Rome	by
her	first	king,	Romulus.	The	decorated	head	was	tossed	into	the	midst	of	two
teams	of	humble	citizens,	one	from	the	Subura	district,	one	from	the	Sacra
Via	district,	who	fought	strenuously	for	possession	of	it.	If	the	Subura	won,
the	head	was	nailed	to	the	Turris	Mamilia.	If	the	Sacra	Via	won,	the	head	was
nailed	to	an	outer	wall	of	the	Regia.

In	this	ritual	so	old	that	no	one	remembered	how	it	had	begun,	the	very
best	that	Rome	owned	was	sacrificed	to	the	twin	powers	that	ruled	her:	war
and	land.	Out	of	them	came	her	might,	her	prosperity,	her	everlasting	glory.



The	death	of	the	October	Horse	was	at	once	a	mourning	of	the	past	and	a
vision	of	the	future.
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