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Critical Acclaim for
John Langan’s The Fisherman

 
“The Fisherman is an epic, yet intimate, horror novel. Langan channels M.
R. James, Robert E. Howard, and Norman Maclean. What you get is A
River Runs Through It…Straight to hell.”

—Laird Barron, author of X’s for Eyes
 
“Stories within stories, folk tales becoming modern legends, all spinning
into a fisherman’s tale about the one he wishes had gotten away. Langan’s
latest is at turns epic and personal, dense yet compulsively readable,
frightening but endearing. Already among the year’s very best dark fiction
releases.”

—Adam Cesare, author of The Con Season and Zero Lives Remaining
 
“In this painful, intimate portrait of loss, two damaged men take steps
toward redemption, until the discovery of an obscure legend suggests a
dangerous alternative. Can men so broken resist the temptation to veer
away into strange, unfamiliar geographies? The Fisherman is a masterful,
chilling tale, aching with desire and longing for the impossible.”

—Michael Griffin, author of The Lure of Devouring Light
 

“Reading this, your mouth fills with worms. Just let them wriggle and crawl
as they will, though—don’t swallow. John Langan is fishing for your sleep,
for your soul. I fear he’s already got mine.”

—Stephen Graham Jones, author of Mongrels
 
“John Langan’s The Fisherman isn’t about fishing at all. Yes, there’s fishing
in it, but it’s really about friendship, loss, and bone-deep horror. What starts
as a slow, melancholy tale gains momentum and drops you head first into a
churning nightmare from which you might escape, but you’ll never forget,
and the memory of what you saw will change you forever.”

—Richard Kadrey, author of The Everything Box
 
 



“Whenever John Langan publishes a book I am going to devour that book.
That’s because he’s one of the finest practitioners of the moody tale
working today. The Fisherman is a treasure, the kind of book you just want
to snuggle up and shiver through. I can’t say enough good things about the
confidence, the patience, the satisfying cumulative power of this book. It
was a pleasure to read from the first page to the last.”

—Victor LaValle, author of The Ballad of Black Tom
 
“A haunting novel about loss and friendship, The Fisherman is a monstrous
catch in the sea of weird fiction.”

—Cameron Pierce, author of Our Love Will Go the Way of the Salmon
 
“For some fishing is a therapeutic, a way to clear one’s head, to chase away
the noise of a busy world and focus on one single thing. On good days it
can heal the worst pains, even help develop a sense of solace. John
Langan’s The Fisherman isn’t about the good day fishing, it isn’t even
about a bad day fishing, it’s about the day that you shouldn’t have even left
the house, let alone waded chest deep into a swollen stream of churning
water. Langan tells you that up front, warns you this isn’t going to be that
story, but you ignore the signs, lured in by the faint smell of masculine
adventure, hooked by tragedy and the chance of redemption, and reeled in
by a nesting tale of ever growing horrors. By the time you realize what has
happened it’s already too late, you’re caught in an unavoidable net of terror
that can end in only one way. It doesn’t matter how strong you are or how
prepared, John Langan has you hook, line and sinker, and he doesn’t let go
until the very last page.”

—Pete Rawlik, author of Reanimatrix
 
“John Langan’s The Fisherman is literary horror at its sharpest and most
imaginative. It’s at turns a quiet and powerfully melancholy story about loss
and grief; the impossibility of going on in the same manner as you had
before. It’s also a rollicking, kick-ass, white-knuckle charge into the
winding, wild, raging river of redemption. Illusory, frightening, and deeply
moving, The Fisherman is a modern horror epic. And it’s simply a must
read.”

—Paul Tremblay, author of A Head Full of Ghosts



and Disappearance at Devil’s Rock.
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For Fiona.



Is it that by its indefiniteness it shadows forth the heartless voids and
immensities of the universe, and thus stabs us from behind with the thought
of annihilation, when beholding the white depths of the milky way? …

— the palsied universe lies before us a leper; and like willful travelers
in Lapland, who refuse to wear colored and coloring glasses upon their
eyes, so the wretched infidel gazes himself blind at the monumental white
shroud that wraps all the prospect around him. And of all these things the
Albino whale was the symbol. Wonder ye then at the fiery hunt?

—Herman Melville, Moby Dick
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