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The editor of n volu111e occupics a peculiarly ditticult 
position, standing as he does between the author on the one 
hand and the reading public on the other. But  of all editors 
the editor of a posthumous publication has the most difficult 
of literary tasks to accomplish, for in his work of prur~ing and 
clipping, weeding and trimming, he has to exercise a judg- 
ment which is only the technical judgment of a critic, unassistr- 
ed by consultation wit11 the author. The editor of the present 
volume has to labour under the further disadvantage of 
possessing mere1 y a second- hand 1;nowledge of the subject, 
he is called upon to deal with,--t~ disadvaiitago ~vhich is but 
slightly counterbalanccd by the opposing advantage of per- 
sonal acquaintance with the author, with w1io111 he remained 
in pretty close coiltact for several years, in his capacity of 
tutor to  the young princes. 

It was as a result of the above connection that the "Life 
of Maharaja Sir Jung Bahadur, " in its ~nailuscript form, tirst 
came under my notice s ix  years ago. But the work was coln- 
menced much earlier, lraving been taken up as early as 1891 

or 1892. Perhaps no ~vork of recent tiines has undergone 
such vicissitudes of fixtune before seeing the light of day, as 
the present life of Maharaja Sir Juiig Bahadur. I~it~errupted 
sometin~es for inonths together, partly through failure of ma- 
terials, partly througll pressure of time, it was a r i t t e i~  to the 
author's dictittion by his l'rivate Secretary, Pandit Biresh- 
wara Nath, a i d  \\-as then I.ossed ti-0111 one scribe to allotheis, 
till i t  was at. last ready for the press in the closing n~onths of 
1905. General Padma Juag's sad death ill June 1906 caused 
the work of pnb1ic;ition to remain in abeyance tor some 
months, till the still inore melimcholg dettt11 of' h i  eldest SOD 
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Colonrl Piush Juilg B ~ h i ~ d ~ r  a i n  the followi~ig Api~il, 
~leco~sitoted :l f'urthrr postponement, so that it has only 11011. 

bee11 able to  be got tlnrougll the press. 
It is not often that  :l work or1 Nepal issues fro111 the 

press. And yet the country is interesting in inany respects. 
I t s  natural scenei-v is amongstt t11~ grandest in the luxuriantr 
East, the portion of the comntry tec11nic:~lly known as the 
Valley of Nepal being a labyrinth of inoontains, deep valleys 
and rivers, with the sovereign peak of Mount Everest towering 
above all. Nepal is the honle of nln~ost all the  wild anilnals 
for which Asia is famous: the Terai, in particular. h;rs for many 
ages been the f;tvom-ite hunting-ground for big game of 
successive Viceroys of India itlld Prirne Ministers of Nepal. 
The mineral \ ~ e n l t h  of the countrv must be very considerable, 
but n great deal rernnii~s to be esplorecl in this direction. 
N e p d  is :dso :L grcat S ~ ~ J ~ P ~ ~ U S C  of ancient fhnslrrit literature, 
itnd offers thereforc a vast field for r.csearch to  the antiquarian 
scholar. 

Tho people :Ire interesting too The chief races that 
inhabit Nepal are the Gurlchas, or the donlinant race, and the 
Newars, who constitute the subject ~opulat ion.  The Gur- 
khas, like the Dorian conquerors of ancient Sparta, devot'e 
themselves chiefly to  rnilitnrv matters, leaving the agricul- 
ture, the n~nnufact,ures, and the trade to  the Newars, who 
may thus be compared to the Helots of ancient Greece. The 
prevailing religion is Hinduism, but. slightly different in 
forln from the religioil of the Hindus in India, owing to  the 
admisture of Buddhistic elenlents (le~.ived fro111 the faith o 
the neigl~bouring Tibetans The main difference lies in the 
fact tha t  the Hindus of the Highlanrls refuse to  be bound bg 
the sl~aclrles of Rrah~nanical law, ~ v l ~ i c h  their l~rethren of the 
plains have not yet b c ~ n  able to  sllalie off But  the Nepalese 
are essentially a pious l~eople, as lilay be inferred from the 
existence of count~less t1emples and shrines in the country, 
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thcre being no less t11:in 3,000 in the Valley nloilc. Tilo most 
famous of these is the temple OF Psslzul~iiti, wllicll is  the &cat 
of an annual festival, held earlv i n  sunjrrler, awl att~nclcd I N  
many thousit~lds of pilg~*irns ikonl ; i l l  1,arts ot' th(8 Hilltlu 
world. It is there also that t h e  ';(:l)al(bse cai-ry tllcir ( l ~ ~ i ~ l g  to 
be immersed in the sacred waters of t h e  Hiigll~nati, i l l  token 

of n fi~lal i~uri t icat io~~.  11 i-. t l ~ u l . c  , i ~ . i i l ~  t11:~t t l ~ c  I I c . H ( ~  itre 
burlled, rilld s t ~ t t c e s  icrc: il1111~u1:~tet I. 

111 a cuunti*y \ v l i u ~ - o  t e l ~ ~ l ~ l c s  50 l;~i.~.ctly abouud it is 

llaturi~l tlli~t l)~.icsts bll0~1d ~ ; ) L . I ~ I  i L  lligl~ l ) ~ ~ . c t ! ~ ~ t i l f i ~  ui' the 
l~opulat,ion. These priests are g e ~ i r ~ - i ~ l l ~  illdolen t met], subsist- 
ing on the income derived from litllcls iisriglled for their l iv ing 
uy 1 ~ 1 0 ~ s  L~(luesta, 01. 011 tlle ofli.rili:,'s of the 11~0ple made 
at the te~l~l)loa i l l  their ollnrye. ' l ' i l c b  Sta tu i.cliyion is coo- 
trolled by i c  High l ' r ic~t,  htylcd ille Ri!j Gul.u, \\-I10 is a illoht 
influelitid 1~cl~suuitgc: iu tlie cOullti.y, Ijcil~g LL 111c111hcr of' 1 1 1 ~  

King's Coullcil. a ~ l d  1 1  i L  l g  i i i~ol l lc  tia( ) i l l  reliPiUUS 
endo\v~~leuts as \\.ell ils fi.0111 ti~le-. 011L*11cc> i~g:~illyt caste. 
B u t  thai-e ia i ~ o  5l)iritual l i icn~~.c l~y,  110  clue yr;ul;~tiun alllollg 
the priests, \\,hu arc I I I O ~ L :  or IC.*S ~ I I C ~ O ~ I ~ I I C ~ ~ L I ~  of tllc : l ~ t l ~ ~ ~ i t ~  
of tllc 1G~j  Guru, c ~ u c l ~ t  iu n o  t i r  ah tllc Iiittcl. \violtls sul)rel,le 
p ~ \ \ ~ e r  ill all llli~tters t~crtail~i~~;! I U  i ~ ~ l i ~ ~ i o l i .  l:ver\v fiilllilV e Of 

rank rtllcl C U ~ I W ~ U ~ I ~ ~ C :  l l i ~ ~  it hpecial 1)ricst i l~ tH~ ' I l~ '~1  to it, \\.lluse 
ofticc is hereditary. - i l i i~i  t u  tllcw ljricsth is allother CI;LSS of 
llrell \vbu uxcrciao ii 1nl.g~ ii~l-Iuc:~~cc uvcr tlic liii! 01 ' t l l~ Sel~alCse. 
These a re  thc Jyutishis, ur itbtrologcrs, \\.hubc services arc: i l l  
constaiit recluisitioi~ ailiullg tile 1)col)le. tbr thcv  arc c.r,naultcd 
(as thc C;~.acli oracles \\-ere ill tlla tillcicut \v01.1(1), i l l  every 
collc(~i\.iiblt: al-kkil- ot '  lil'c, fi.oll~ tllc t i i l i i ~ ~ ~  of it (lohe ( b f '  l,Ilysic 
by a11 iildividu:~l, to t l ~ c  dccli~rii t io~~ ot' ;L \\ ill. 1,)- t llc S t ; ~ t c .  

l'hc Govenlnlent of Ncp:ll is a 1)urc despotism. the 
King is a Illere liguro-head. all po\iSer being coircentrated in 
the hands of the Prirrle Minister. \r-lln is styled b B  Maharaja. > 3 

as distiiiguishcd from " M2hai-aj-Arlhirni, " t h e  title I~onle by 



the King. Thc long succewio~l of nliiiorities froni 1775 uiitil 
1830 fi~voured the growtli of thc Minister's powel; and gave 
rise to  a succcssio~l of' br i l l ia~~t  autocrats like Baliadur Sah, 
Da~nodar  Paode, ;tiid Hliii~isel~ T1ii~l)l)a. Tlie Prenlier's office 
has bee11 tllevretically Iic~edit~ary sil~ce tlia accessiol~ of J u ~ i g  
Rdiadur, but i l l  pl~;~ctice it has gonu by usurpatiou and blood- 
shed. A shadow of  a cons t i ta t io~~ exists in the shape uf a 
rude C a b i ~ ~ e t ,  of wliicli the Premier is tlie President, and which 
cnllsists of' the senior iiie~nbers of the  Itoyal Fa~nily,  the High  
Priest of tlle Realm, the Generals of the Army, and a few of 
the principal civil eild iliilitary i)ficors of tlie State, the h r ~ n e r  
being called l f i t - . i  and tlio latter S t 6 / n ~ . I ( 6 , a .  This Coiliicil also 
;wts as it court of i ~ l ~ l ~ ~ i ~ l  ill c1ial)utcd cilses, but ill lliost mat- 
ters thc RIinister's wurcl is ltt\v. 

There is, lluwevei-, n wall-cleti~~ed bocly of laws ill Nepal, 
but tliesc wcrc, u~rtil v u i - ~ ~  recci~t ti~lies, as 1);~rbal.uus and 
ilihu~lial~ as the Coclc uf'1)raco i l l  ; ~ l ~ c i e ~ ~ t  A t l l a ~ ~ s .  J u ~ r g  Balia- 
tlur abolishccl thc ssvagc code witli its old l~~et, l iods of trial 
I)y ordeal, ;~licl its ibrilis o 1 1 i 1 1 1 i t  by 11iutilatio11 a~icl 
torturu. Thu c i u ~ i ~ e ~ ~ t  code, \vhicli is still sul~stautially the 
worlc of' dullg Bahttclur, liits i*eclucecl the cl-i~ll i~~iil  lx\il of 
Ncpi~l a111iost to  i L  uliifi)riiiity wit11 the systei~is l)revailil~g ill 
c o u ~ ~ t  ries iuider thc sway of 1Vestcr11 civilisatio~l, but witli cer- 
t i ~ i ~ i  strikiiig clill'e~~u~lcw. T ~ ~ I ~ S O I I ,  \vhcther d i v a  01. sll~(,ul- 
dering, rebellio~l, illid desertio~i ill ti111e of \ \ar  are p u ~ ~ i s h e d  
capitally. Bribery it11cl l ) e ~ i ~ l a t i o ~ i  by public serva~its are 
puilisllecl by clis~nissal f'roil~ oflice, H I I C ~  a, tine \vi tll ilill~riso~i- 
~ l ~ e i l t ,  the latter of' 1 lllity bc C O I I ~ I I ~ U ~ ~ ~  illto it11 addi- 
tiont~l tilie, i)i~actically a t  tllc optioii uf tlie ofl'c~lclcr. Cow- 
liillillg is i l l  t l ~ o  t:yc of tllc I i t \ ~  as yl.irvc! all ofilrcc ;ts lio~nicide, 
a11c1 is l )~~ i~ i s l l cd  by (1c;r~lr ; a ~ l ( l  evcll tlic ~ i i i  01' CO\\.S is 

beverely (leirlt \vith, S O I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I C ~  1)y i l ~ i l ) ~ - i s ( ~ i ~ ~ l l e i ~ t  for life. 
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N o  Brahman is ever punished with death, whatever his 
offence might be. H e  has his head shaved, all scats of unclean 
things put into his mouth to contaminate hi8 caste, and he is 
then taken to  the frontiers and expelled f ron~ the country. 
Women also are never hanged ; they are in~prisoned, branded, 
outcasted, condeinned to slavery, or banished, but never cxe- 
cuted. Political offenders are so~net i~nes  punished by confis- 
cation of all their property and sometinles doomed to slavery, 
which is a comlnoil institution in Nepal to this day. The 
slaves are as a rule well treated, and sufficiently protected by 
the law of the land. Noble families keep regular establish- 
ments of slaves, who are chiefly etnployed for domestic service 
and field labour. I n  many cases slavery descends like a here- 
ditary taint, and scarcely ever is a slave emancipated. They 
are bought and sold in the open market, much like cattle in 
other countries, and their prices range from Rs. 100 to  
Rs.  200, according to  their age, sex, and fitness for work. 
They are often employed as beasts of burden for carrying loads 
of merchandise or huinan riders from one place to  another. 

This last office of the slaves is necessitated by the rugged- 
ness of the country, where roads are few and communication 
between places extremely difficult. Vehicular traffic is prac- 
tically unknown throughout. Nepal, except in the Valley, and 
travelling is only possible either in pa,lanquins or on horse- 
back. I n  places where the road is a mere track worn on the 
hillside, even this mode of locomotion is not possible, and the 
only mode available is on the backs of slaves, who have to do 
the work of horses. And they do i t  well enough, with a 
distinctive saddle fastened to  their back, and with a stoop in 
their gait, that  makes the rough journey on '' slave-back " a 
not very uncomfortable one. 

The marriage la~vs and custonls of the Nepalese are also 
very interesting. Polygamy is freely allowed, as among t,he 
Hindu0 elsewhere. There is nothing in the ~ R H '  of Nepal 
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l)rol~ibiting il \voi l~i l i i  ti-olll u o ~ i i ~ i ~ i t t i i ~ g  slittec, t110ugll tlic 011s- 

to111 is now begiiiliii~g to fbll i l l t o  disuse, illid J u ~ I ~  Bi~l iadl~r  
exerted all llia iuflneiiue to discourugc it. Ail u ~ ~ c h a s t c  Gurkha 
\volnan is puoisl~ed with ililprisoll~lre~it for life, though privately 
she is often cllxstiscd by ller liusband's cutting off ller iiose 
and turiliilg her out of tho lloose. I n  such cases the father 
retains tlre childrei1, illid tile poor \ \ . o ~ ~ J H . ~ I  loses C H S ~ . ~ ,  rank. 
home, cllildrell. nose, iuld all. H e r  l)ar;llllom, after his guilt 
hits beell proved in court,, is cut dowli in public by the aroiiged 
husband. Tlle culprit is give11 a few paces' start, aiid allo\vecl 
to 1.~11 for his life. If he escal)es, 11is life is sl~ared, but t l ~ i s  
turns out very seldoii~, as the 011-lookelus i~nmedintely o\.er- 
take 11ili1, i~lld the llusbitilcl has the riglit to deal tliree blows 
with llis L/irtL,*ee, tlle notioiii~l \veal)oii of tile Nal~alese. 
The Xe\viws, who furill the lo\vest stratlull of society, oll 

rather are recliolied as outside t l ~ e  social pale altogether, have a 
u:lrious custoiil of " ~,ros).-~\~ecldiilg," the like of \vllicll is lleard 
of nowllert: else. Every girl, \vhile still ail iiifant, is 111arried 
wit11 inuch cerelnoiiy to a be1 fruit (held sacred among the 
Hilidus illld given ill ufftrilig-s to  gods), ~vhicll is subsequelltly 
tllrown into soillt: sacrecl strea~il.  As the fate of this bel 
fruit is ui~kl io\ \~~i ,  a Nelvar \\.onlan is believed to  be irilillulle 
froin \\-ido\vhood all her life. W h e i ~  the girl attains the itge 
of puberty, the l~arents  select a inan \\.it11 \vholll she is to live 
as wife ; but the \\ olnail call i ~ t  ally inon~ent scvcr tlic collnec- 
tion by taltiilg her divorce, itild all she lros got to do to  cfl'ect. 
this is to place a supcwi (or betel-nut) under the man's l~illow 
and go where she likes. 

The early history of Nepal does not properly fall within 
the scope of this volu~lle, thougll a brief outline 111ay serve as 
H useful iilrroduction to  the narrative tha t  f'ollo~vs. The chief 
ulory of Nepal is that  i t  has e\.elW remitirled ;r purely Hindu 
b .  

fitate : " the virgin purity of llcr nati\re soil has never been 
by the foot of the foreign inmder." Nepal also boasts 
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