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FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE BESTSELLING

BIOGRAPHIES OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

AND ALBERT EINSTEIN, THIS IS THE

EXCLUSIVE BIOGRAPHY OF STEVE JOBS.

Based on more than forty interviewswith Jobs con
ducted over two years—as well as interviews with
more than a hundred familymembers, friends,adver
saries, competitors, and colleagues—Walter Isaacson
has written a riveting story of the roller-coaster life
and searingly intense personality of a creative entre
preneur whose passion for perfection and ferocious
driverevolutionized sixindustries: personal computers,
animated movies, music, phones, tablet computing,
and digital publishing.
At a time when America isseekingwaysto sustain

its innovative edge, Jobsstands as theultimate iconof
inventiveness and applied imagination. He knewthat
the bestwayto create value in the twenty-first century
wasto connect creativity with technology. He built a
companywhere leaps of the imagination were com
binedwith remarkable feats ofengineering.
Although Jobs cooperatedwiththisbook, heasked

for no controloverwhatwaswrittennor eventhe right
to read it before it was published. He put nothingoff-
limits. He encouraged the people he knew to speak
honestly. AndJobs speaks candidly, sometimes brutally
so, about the people he worked with and competed
against. His friends, foes, and colleagues provide an
unvarnished view ofthepassions, perfectionism, obses
sions, artistry, devilry, andcompulsion forcontrol that
shaped his approach to business and the innovative
products that resulted.
Driven bydemons, Jobs coulddrive those around

him to fury and despair. Buthispersonality and prod
ucts were interrelated, just as Apple's hardware and
software tendedto be,asifpart ofan integrated system.
His tale is instructiveand cautionary, filled with lessons
about innovation, character, leadership, and values.
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The peoplewho are crazy enough
tothinktheycan change

the world are the ones who do.

—Apples "ThinkDifferent" commercial, 1997
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