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DEDICATION

o

H.RH THE PRINCE OF WALES.

BADMINTON : March, 1887.

HAVING received permission to dedicate these volumes,
the BADMINTON LIBRARY of SPORTS and PASTIMES,
to His RovyaL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES,
1 do so feeling that I am dedicating them to one of the
best and keenest sportsmen of our time. I can say, from
personal observation, that there is no man who can
extricate himself from a bustling and pushing crowd of
horsemen, when a fox breaks covert, more dexterously
and quickly than His Royal Highness; and that when
hounds run hard over a big country, no man can takc a
line of his own and live with them better. Also, when
the wind has been blowing hard, often have I seen
His Royal Highness knocking over driven grouse and
partridges and high-rocketing pheasants in first-rate
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workmanlike style. He is held to be a good yachtsman,
and as Commodore of the Royal Yacht Squadron is
looked up to by those who love that pleasant and
exhilarating pastime. His encouragement of racing is
well known, and his attendance at the University, Public
School, and other important Matches testifies to his
being, like most English gentlemen, fond of all manly
sports. I consider it a great privilege to be allowed to
dedicate these volumes to so eminent a sportsman as
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and I do
so with sincere feelings of respect and esteem and loyal
devotion.
BEAUFORT.



PREFACE.

A FEW LINES only are necessary to explain the object
with which these volumes are put forth. There is no
modern encyclopadia to which the inexperienced man,
who seeks guidance in the practice of the various British
Sports and Pastimes, can turn for information. Some
books therc are on Hunting, some on Racing, some
on Lawn Tennis, some on Fishing, and so on; but one
Library, or succession of volumes, which treats of the
Sports and Pastimes indulged in by Englishmen—and
women—is wanting. The Badminton Library is offered
to supply the want. Of the imperfections which must
be found in the execution of such a design we are
conscious. Experts often differ. But this we may say,
that those who are seeking for knowledge on any of the
subjects dealt with will find the results of many years’
experience written by men who are in every case adepts

at the Sport or Pastime of which they write. It is to
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point the way to success to those who are ignorant of
the sciences they aspire to master, and who have no
friend to help or coach them, that these volumes are
written,

To those who have worked hard to place simply and
clearly before the reader that which he will find within,
the best thanks of the Editor are due. That it has been
no slight labour to supervise all that has been written he
must acknowledge; but it has been a labour of love,
and very much lightened by the courtesy of the Publisher,
by the unflinching, indefatigable assistance of the Sub-
Editor, and by the intelligent and able arrangement
of each subject by the various writers, who are so
thoroughly masters of the subjects of which they treat.
The reward we all hope to reap is that our work may

prove useful to this and future generations.

THE EDITOR.



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

————

THE Author gratefully acknowledges the assistance
of several friends. He is especially indebted to Mr
WALTER RYE for antiquarian information; to the
Editors of T/e Sporting Life for permitting him access
to a file of the Sporting Magasine and of old Bell’s;
to Messrs C. W. FOLEY, J. H. FARMER, and J. E.
VINCENT, from whom he derives his accounts of Eton,
Harrow, and Winchester football respectively ; and to
his brother, Mr JOHN SHEARMAN, for much help.

A word must be added about the illustrations to
this volume. Many are engraved from instantaneous
photographs, taken by Mr. G. Mitchell, who attended
some of the chief football matches and athletic gather-
ings of the season. The veritable attitude and action
of the men have thus been obtained. So far as the author
is aware, the present is the first occasion in which the
newest development of photography has been utilised
for illustrating a work upon athletic sports.

THE TEMPLE : October 1887.
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