


“In the future, the scholar who writes the history of
American cities in the twentieth century will
doubtless begin with this extraordinary e�ort.”

—Richard C. Wade, The New York Times Book Review

“A ripe yarn of intrigue and of powerful �gures in
collision, from Al Smith to Nelson Rockefeller.

—William Greider, Washington Post Book World

“A study of municipal power that will change the way
any reader of the book hereafter peruses his
newspaper.”

—Philip Herrera, Time

“Required reading for all those who hope to make their
way in urban politics; for the reformer, the planner, the
politician and even the ward heeler.”

—Jules L. Wagman, Cleveland Press

One of the most acclaimed books of the decade, the winner of
both the Pulitzer and the Francis Parkman Prizes, THE
POWER BROKER tells the hidden story behind the shaping
(and mis-shaping) of twentiethcentury New York (city and
state) and makes public what few have known: that Robert
Moses has been, for almost half a century, the single most
powerful man of our time in New York, the shaper not only of
the city’s politics but of its physical structure and the
problems of urban decline that plague us today. In revealing
how Moses did it—how he developed his public authorities
into a political machine that was virtually a fourth branch of
government, one that could bring to their knees Governors
and Mayors (from La Guardia to Lindsay) by mobilizing



banks, contractors, labor unions, insurance �rms, even the
press and the Church, into an irresistible economic force—
Robert Caro reveals how power works in all the cities of the
United States. Moses built an empire and lived like an
emperor. He personally conceived and completed public
works costing 27 billion dollars—the greatest builder
America (and probably the world) has ever known. Without
ever having been elected to o�ce, he dominated the men who
were—even his most bitter enemy, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
could not control him—until he �nally encountered, in
Nelson Rockefeller, the only man whose power (and
ruthlessness in wielding it) equalled his own.



Robert A. Caro was born and lives in New York City. A
graduate of Princeton University, later a Nieman Fellow at
Harvard, where he studied urban planning, he was an award-
winning investigative reporter for Newsday for six years. To
create The Power Broker, he spent seven years tracing and
talking with hundreds of men and women who worked with,
for or against Robert Moses, and examining mountains of
�les never opened to the public gaze. It was a sustained feat
of investigative reporting and superb writing that has
resulted in a triumph of biography, of history and of insight
into the very essence of politics, and into the e�ect of power
on personality.



 
 

THE POWER BROKER
by Robert A. Caro

ROBERT MOSES AND THE FALL OF NEW YORK

VINTAGE BOOKS
A Division of Random House New York

 
FIRST VINTAGE BOOKS EDITION,

September 1975
Copyright © 1974 by Robert A. Caro

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American
Copyright Conventions. Published in the United States by

Random House, Inc., New York, and simultaneously in
Canada by Random House of Canada Limited, Toronto.
Originally published by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., in 1974.

Portions of this book originally appeared in The New Yorker.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Caro, Robert A
The power broker. Bibliography: p. 1. Moses, Robert, 1888- I.

Title.
NA9085.M68C37 1975 974.7‘04‘0924 [B] 75-9557 ISBN 0-

394-72024-5

Manufactured in the United States of America



 
 
 
 





 






